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2. LEARNING OUTCOMES

The course aims at familiarizing students with the problems of constituting a theory of democracy
with a critical orientation through the analysis of relevant philosophical texts of the 20" century.
Upon completion of the course, students should

e  Have acquired a thorough understanding of the problems of the classical theory of
democracy of the modern times (the opposition between individual and the
collectivity/community, the rational collective will formation, justification of political
power, etc.).

e  Have acquired a deeper understanding of the attempt at a mediation between individual
and collectivity through a formalist theory of democracy as a set of rational procedures or
a dialectical theory of democracy as a regime.

e  Know the basic characteristics of the approach to democracy an inclusive concept that
comprises the whole of the social-historical process.

e  Have achieved a deeper understanding of the idea of the mediation of individual and
collectivity through social practice and, more generally, of the dialectical nature of the
democratic project.

e  Be familiarized with the basic representatives of this direction of the theory of democracy
of the 20" Century.

e Bein a position to apply the concepts of a critical theory of democracy to contemporary
discussions on the fundaments of democracy by comparing them.

e To be able to formulate critical remarks on such approaches from the standpoint of critical
theory but also, reversely, to critique the latter on the basis of other theoretical
perspectives.

e To have acquired a good understanding of the problem of the relation between social
values and democracy.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Collection, analysis and synthesis of data and information with the help of the appropriate
conventional or digital tools.

Adapting to new situations

Independent work

Team work

Production of new research ideas

Respect for difference and multiculturalism.

Criticism and self-criticism.

Production of free, creative and inductive thinking.

3. COURSE CONTENT

During the course we will read and discuss fundamental texts of the critical theory tradition. We
will refer to the following issues:

1) First, we will discuss the wider context of the debate on the normative fundaments of
modern liberal democracies that started in the 1980s and continues until today.
2) Our starting point will be the most complete attempt to found the liberal and democratic




3)

principles on a contemporary, “post-metaphysical” concept of reason, Jirgen Habermas’s
theory of democracy.

However, connecting democracy with the concept of communicative reason led to a
universalist and formalist theory of democracy, which can be critiqued in many respects. We
will have the opportunity to discuss the attempts of critical theorists to supplement or
rectify the shortcomings of the theory of “deliberative democracy” connected with its
formalist orientation (e.g. A. Wellmer, A. Honneth) or to transcend its limitations by
following new directions (C. Castoriadis).

4.

TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT METHODS

TEACHING METHOD | Face to Face

USE OF INFORMATION AND

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES | Projecting ppt-files during the seminar, using

classweb and electronic communication media.

COURSE STRUCTURE ACTIVITIES SEMESTER WORKLOAD
Exercise 39
Preparation for the classes 110
Preparation for and writing 76
of the essay
Preparation for the oral 25

presentation

TOTAL 250

ASSESSMENT METHOD
Oral presentation and participation in the class. Written
seminar essay.

S.

RECOMMENDED READING

1) Jirgen Habermas: Anoondacpata amno ti¢ mapadooslg «Aikato kat nBkn (Tanner
Lectures 1986)» (amo to t. 1blou, To mpayuatiko kat to toxyvov, Aipavng: ABriva 1996).

2) Jurgen Habermas: «H Adikn kuplapyia wg Stadikaaoia» (oo to o.1.).

3) Jurgen Habermas: «Mepl Tou E0WTEPLIKOU CUVOEGUOU KPATOUG SLKALOU Kot
Snuokpartiogy.

4) Albrecht Wellmer: «Movtéha eAeuBeplag oto vewTtePLKO KOGO» (amd To T. biou, H
eAevdepia oto vewtepiko koouo, AAe€avdpela: ABriva 2001).

5) Axel Honneth: «H dnuokpatia wg avaotoxaotiky cuvepyacoio» (amo to T. blov, At
TNV enikolvwvia otnv avayvwption, NoAig: ABriva 2000).

6) KopvnAlog Kaotopladng: «E€ouaoia, moALtikn, autovopuia» (amno to T. 16lovu, Ot outdiec
otnv EAAada, YPhov: ABrva 1990).

7) KopvnAiog Kaotoptadng: «Duon kat ala tng tootntag» (amno to t. bilou, Xwpot tou
avipwmnou, YPlov: ABriva 1995).

8) KopvnAlog Kaotoptadng: «H dnuokpatia wg dtadikaoia kat wg KabBeotwe» (amo To T.




Wdlouv, H avobog tne aonuavrotntac, YPhov: ABriva 2000).




