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2. LEARNING OUTCOMES 

This seminar aims to assist students in developing a plan for their final postgraduate theses, 

by presenting specific research models and examples. 

Training in research and study of theoretical and research literature corresponding to 

students’ personal research plans. 

Inquiry into relevant issues and problems from the first stages of formulating and refining 

the research question to the last stage of writing up a research report. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

  
Retrieve, analysis and synthesis of data and information, with the use of necessary 

technologies 

Make decisions 

Work autonomously 

Work in teams 

Work in an international context 

Be critical and self-critical 

Advance free, creative and causative thinking. 

 

3. COURSE CONTENT 

Constructing and defining a research object refers to the main question a research 

seeks to answer, that is, the goal a research seeks to accomplish. In a way, it is the 

answer to the question "What am I looking for?" Object construction is a basic stage 

in the research process: it translates and crystallizes the research project and 

objectives by defining the aspects of reality that the researcher means to focus upon 

and try to understand, explain, or interpret. 

In this perspective, we will define what we mean by "research object", as well as 

how different concepts may be contingent upon the epistemological positions and 

methodological approaches that researchers adopt. We will then discuss the 

different ways in which a research object may be developed, that is, its possible 

starting points: alternative theoretical approaches, choice of the most suitable 

approach for the respective problematic, and construction of a model of analysis. 

Last, we will present examples from early stage projects to underscore and highlight 

the difficulties and retrospective nature of the object construction process. 

 



4. TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT METHODS 

TEACHING METHOD FACE TO FACE 

USE OF INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES 

Support Learning Process through the e-class platform, 

with general course flow information and additional 

study texts. 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE ACTIVITIES SEMESTER WORKLOAD 

Introductory lectures of 

theoretical content on the 

construction of the 

research object and 

examples  

20 

Rotated presentations by 

students of an initial model 

of analysis for  their final 

thesis  

70 

Study and analysis of 

literature related to the 

epistemological boundaries 

of research techniques 

50 

Research to keep up with 

most recent literature on 

the subject 

30 

Writing an essay 80 

  

  

  

  

TOTAL  250 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD Students are assessed according to their performance in the 

above activities 
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